
Staff Summary Report 

Development Review Commission Date:  05/13/08     Agenda Item Number:  ____ 

SUBJECT:  Hold a public meeting for a Preliminary Subdivision Plat for TEMPE TRANSPORTATION 
CENTER located at 200 East Fifth Street. 

 DOCUMENT NAME: DRCr_TransCenterPrelimPlat_051308     PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (0406)

 SUPPORTING DOCS:  Yes 

COMMENTS: Request for TEMPE TRANSPORTATION CENTER (PL080160) (City of Tempe, owner; Terry 
Holbert, Brady-Aulerich & Associates, Inc., applicant) for a Preliminary Subdivision Plat on +/- 
6.598 net acres located at 200 East Fifth Street in the CC, City Center District, the GID, General 
Industrial District, and within the RSOD, Rio Salado Overlay District and the TOD, Transportation 
Overlay District, including the following: 

SBD08015 – Preliminary Subdivision Plat to combine the property into two lots and one tract. 

 PREPARED BY:  Kevin O’Melia, Senior Planner (480-350-8432) 

 REVIEWED BY: Lisa Collins, Planning Director (480-350-8989) 

 LEGAL REVIEW BY:  N/A 

 FISCAL NOTE: N/A

RECOMMENDATION: Staff – Approval, subject to two (2) conditions.

ADDITIONAL INFO:

 Gross/Net site area  +/- 6.598 acres 

A Preliminary Subdivision Plat is being undertaken to unify the numerous pieces of land that 
make up the proposal into two parcels and one tract.  The Final Subdivision Plat is scheduled to 
be heard by City Council on June 5, 2008. 
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PL080160 – TEMPE TRANSPORTATION CENTER PRELIMINARY PLAT Page #1  
Development Review Commission: May 13, 2008 

PAGES:
 1. Table of Contents  
 2. Comments / Reason for Approval / Conditions of Approval 
 3.  History & Facts / Description / Zoning & Development Code Reference 

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Location Map 
2. Aerial Photo 
3. Letter of Explanation 
4. Subdivision Plat Title Sheet, Sheet 1 of 4 
5. Subdivision Plat Legal Description continuation, Sheet 2 of 4
6-7. Subdivision Plat Site Plans, Sheets 3 of 4 and 4 of 4. 
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COMMENTS:

Project Analysis 
The proposed plat area includes the site of the Tempe Transportation Center on Fifth Street north of Forest Avenue, which is 
currently under construction, the existing Police and Courts Building with its parking garage at the northeast corner of Fifth street and 
Myrtle Avenue, and the light rail roadway that extends from the intersection of College and Fifth Street almost to the intersection of 
Third Street and Mill Avenue.  The plat will include a Lot 1 for the Police and Courts Building and the garage, a Lot 2 for the
Transportation Center, and Tract “A” will cover the light rail roadway. 

Construction of the Transportation Center and the light rail line through Tempe has prompted this plat to unify the land on which the 
Transportation Center, the Police and Courts Building and garage, and this portion of the light rail line rests.  The majority of this land 
is included in the Block 2 subdivision of early Tempe, however, the northern portion of the proposed Lot 2 and most of Tract “A” tie 
north of this subdivision along the line of the historic Hayden Canal (now removed).  The land north of the canal has never been part 
of a subdivision (incidentally, this area also is the portion of the site in the General Industrial and Rio Salado Overlay Districts).  The 
lack of a previous subdivision for the area north of the canal line leads to the requirement for a preliminary in addition to a final plat.
The Preliminary Subdivision Plat is required to be reviewed by the Development Review Commission prior to review of the Final 
Subdivision Plat by City Council. 

The Subdivision Plat meets the minimum required technical standards of the Tempe City Code Chapter 30, Subdivisions.  Staff 
recommends approval subject to conditions of approval.  Public input is not required. 

REASON FOR  APPROVAL: 
1. The Preliminary and Final Subdivision Plat conforms to the technical standards of Tempe City Code Chapter 30, Subdivisions. 

SBD08015
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL: 
1. Place the Subdivision Plat into proper engineered format with appropriate signature blanks.   Record the Subdivision Plat with the

Maricopa County Recorder’s Office through the Tempe Development Services Department on or before one year from date of 
City Council approval (June 5, 2009).  Failure to record the plan by one year from date of City Council approval shall make the
approval of the Subdivision Plat null and void. 

2. Verify property ownership of the entire Tract “A”.  Remove any portion found not to be owned by the City of Tempe from Tract 
“A”. 
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HISTORY & FACTS: 
1893   Note: the subdivision of what was to become downtown Tempe (see the following two entries) includes the 

majority of the land included in the Tempe Transportation Center plat.  The principal exception is the land 
included in between the southern edge of Hayden Butte Preserve and the alignment of the historic Hayden 
Canal.

June 7, 1893 The Tempe Land Improvement Company published a plat of Lots, Streets and Alleys, a subdivision of the 
Southwest quarter and the South half of the Northwest quarter of Section Fifteen, Township One North of 
Range Four East of Gila and Salt River Base and Meridian situated in Maricopa County, Territory of 
Arizona.  The subdivision was executed by L. N. Blinn (President of the Tempe Land and Management 
Company) before Geo. N. Parsons (Commissioner of Deeds for Arizona Territory). 

June 19, 1893 In the State of California, County of Los Angeles, the subdivision was filed and recorded at request of B. 
A. Dickes at 11 o’clock A.M. in Book 2 of Maps, Page 26, by Neri Osborne, County Recorder. 

April 18, 1984 The Design Review Board approved the building elevations, site plan and landscape plan for the parking 
structure for the Tempe Police and Courts Building located at 120 East Fifth Street. 

August 16, 1984 The City Council approved a use permit and a height variance for the parking structure for the Tempe 
Police and Courts Building located at 120 East Fifth Street.

December 5, 1984 The Design Review Board approved the building elevations, site plan and landscape plan for the Police 
and Courts Building located at 120 East 5th Street. 

June 20, 1985 The City Council approved the request of the City of Tempe for a site plan for Tempe Police Courts 
consisting of 98,854 square feet (total) on 3.47 acres with a use permit and variances located at 120 East 
Fifth Street. 

July 5, 2000 The Design Review Board approved the building elevations, site plan and landscape plan for the addition 
of a lobby and reception area to the eastern side of the Tempe Police and Courts Building located at 120 
and 140 East Fifth Street. 

September 6, 2005 The Redevelopment Review Commission approved your request for a Design Review approval of building 
elevations, site plan and landscape plan for The Tempe Transportation Center located at 200 East 5th

Street in the CC, City Center Zoning District. 

DESCRIPTION:
Owner –   City of Tempe 
Applicant –   Terry Holbert, Brady-Aulerich & Associates, Inc. 
Land Surveyor –   Terry Holbert, Brady-Aulerich & Associates, Inc. 

General Plan 2030
Projected Land Use –  Mixed Use 

Zoning
Existing Zoning:  CC, City Center District, GID, General Industrial District, RSOD, Rio Salado 

Overlay District and TOD, Transportation Overlay District 

Site
Gross/ Net Site Area: +/- 6.598 acres (287,438 s.f.) 

ZONING AND DEVELOPMENT CODE REFERENCE: 
Section 6-307, Subdivisions, Lot Splits and Adjustments. 
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